
 1 

 

EBKA Charity Number: 1031419 December 2022 

Dates for the Diary 

Committee Meeting: Tuesday 17th January 2023, 19:30 Via Zoom.  

Next Meeting: Thursday 5th January, 20:00 

Topic: Annual General Meeting 

Venue: Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL 

No speaker. 

DECEMBER Beekeeping Notes 

You can mostly take a rest this month from beekeeping as your bees should be nicely tucked up. The 

weather has been really mild up to now but surely will be getting cold this month. If you are doing an 

oxalic acid treatment this is best done in the last week of the year or very early January when there is no 

brood or least brood. The bees might appreciate a dollop of fondant at the same time. 

Check hives are weatherproof, upright and not under attack from woodpeckers. Plan for next year (sales 

will start next month). 

Pat Allen 

Ready for Winter  

Bees returning home to find the Entrance Guard in place.  
(Yellow drawing pins signifying a 2022 queen purely a coincidence!) Photo Graeme Ellis  
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December 2022 

National Honey Show   

Filippo Negri  won "THE HJ WADEY TROPHY" in the open class for his practical Invention, a photo can be 
seen below. Filippo explains how it works “When the IN/OUT is closed the foragers are only able to use the 
IN entrance, and they will not be able to exit the IN/OUT. Approximately an hour later the hive will be ready 
to move.” 
Pat Allen won the "TREMEARNE CUP" for her soft set honey in the Essex class, very well done to both of 
them.  

Jim McNeill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Romford division honey show 2022, Winners list. 

Congratulations to the following beekeepers who won a trophy at this years show. 

Light honey - R. Honey 

Medium honey - A. Mander 

Clear for sale - R. Honey 

Gift honey - A. Mander 

Novice clear - R. Abel 

Beekeeper max 5yrs clear - A. Sansford 

Frame for extraction - P. Allen 

Dry mead - J. McNeill 

Sweet mead - J. McNeill 

Beeswax - L. Pattle 

Candles - J. McNeill 

Fudge - R. Honey 

Honey cake - S. Richardson 

Honey loaf - D. Doyland 

Bakery - R. Honey 

Photograph - A. Mander 

Edith Stevens trophy - Best honey in show - R. Honey 

W.G Chant - Best exhibit in show - R. Honey 

Angela Mander 
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December 2022 

Extracting Honey, Jim McNeill & Gary Furnell. 3
rd

 November 2022 

Jim demonstrated how he uses two plastic boxes, one inside the other, the top one has holes in it so that 

honey drips through to the bottom, and you are left with the cappings in the top. Jim suggested bolting 

(securing) the plastic box to your table, so that you can lean your frame onto it, and it will remain secure.   

You need a serrated knife to gently saw the honey off the frame, do not just push the knife down. Some 

people dip their knife in hot water to assist in easing the honey from the frame. Jim uses a metal meat tray 

underneath to collect the cappings, with any usable honey separating from the wax and draining into the 

plastic boxes below. The meat tray with the wax and honey mix is later put back in the hive for the bees to 

clear, this can also be done for the knives scrapers etc. and the bees will clean them, leaving just wax to 

clean off. 

Jim has made a knife holder on one side of his plastic container, so that he can stand the knife in there 

whilst not using it, keeping it clean and not losing the knife. If he gets patches of set honey in the frame, Jim 

uses a hand scraper to get the set honey out, or an uncapping tool, to get all the honey you must uncap 

every cell on the frame. 

Extract the day you collect your frames, bringing the supers home first thing in the morning, do not leave the 

honey extraction until the next day. Check before you put the frames into the car that the clearer board has 

worked. When you arrive home make sure you shut all your windows, this will prevent your house being 

invaded with other bees who can smell the honey. 

Have large clean buckets ready for collecting the extracted honey, and the extractor set up. Jim stands his 

extractor on some wood so that he can tip it and get the last dregs of honey out.  Keep the lid on the 

extractor and make sure that the extractor has completely stopped before taking off the lid! When using the 

extractor start slowly as the frames will be heavy and unbalanced, you can then increase then speed as the 

frames become lighter, ensuring that you extract the maximum amount. 

For a warming cabinet you can use an old fridge and put a thermostat on it, even if you only have just a light 

bulb or greenhouse heater inside this will be sufficient to keep the honey from setting. You do not want it 

going over 50 degrees, or 30 degrees for set honey. 

Jim uses clean net curtain material to filter his honey, he does this by laying an offcut on the top of the 

bucket and tips the honey through it, Jim was keen to point out there are filter utensils available to buy if this 

method is a bit tricky for you! The honey needs to be left overnight to settle so that any air bubbles will rise. 

Gary puts cappings in a vegetable bag and leaves this overnight for the remainder of honey to drip through 

and be collected underneath. The cappings can then be melted. 

Jim noted that the jars this year have been very poor quality with cracks, bubbles, and black specks in the 

glass. Be sure to check jars before using them. 

Jilly Speakman-Bell 

Bulk Buy of Fondant 

All the fondant that was purchased at the National Honey Show and offered to members is spoken for but 

not all collected. If you have not collected yours from me yet, please do so as soon as possible. Payment on 

collection; collection from my house or at December meeting. I shall be offering any uncollected fondant to 

others if collection has not been achieved, or at least arranged, by 6th December. 

Pat Allen 
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December 2022 

Romford Division Contacts:  

 

Secretary: Sue Richardson 

01708 381900 / 07971 957333. susanmrichardson7@gmail.com 

 

Chairman: Paul Wiltshire  

01277 375454 / 07870 258192. paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com 

 

Divisional Voting Member/Trustee:  Jim McNeill   
01708 765898/ 07743 310143. jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 

Bees Abroad 

Next Friday, 2
nd

 December, Jane will be hosting our free Bees Abroad Books and Bees evening. Two 
authors will talk about their novels which are linked to beekeepers and beekeeping.  

Laurie King will join us from California to talk about The Beekeepers Apprentice and Siya Turabi will talk 
about The Last Beekeeper which is set in Pakistan.  

For more information and to join go to: https://beesabroad.org.uk/biggive/ 

Richard Ridler 

Websites:  

https://ebka.org 

https://romfordbeekeepers.org 

Committee matters 

Success for Second Challenge of Havering Apiary Rates Valuation 

A year after we submitted a second challenge for the rates valuation for Havering Apiary, and a year and a 
half since our first challenge, we have been granted a further reduction in the rateable value for the 
container. The first challenge resulted in the valuation office agreeing to the floor area being reduced from 
27.86 m2 to 13.2 m2, but we were not given a reduced rate from the original £97.50 m2 charged, to 20 m2 
that we believed was the correct rate for a storage container.  

Having submitted a second challenge last November with further documents, the valuation office has now 
agreed to reduce the charge per m2 from £97.50 to £32.50 m2, sadly not £20.00. But, much better than the 
original figure. Once the rates, multipliers, and charity relief is applied, the rates due for 2022-23 should now 
be approximately £43.00, instead of £130.00. A further reduction of approximately £87.00.  

This re-valuation will be backdated to 2018, so there will be similar refunds for the 4 previous years, about 
£340.00. In addition to the refund we have already received of £659.00, so a total reduction on rates of just 
under £1000 over 6 years. Success! 

Sue Richardson 
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