
Photos for the Newsletter: 

A reminder that I would like to receive your beekeeping related photos for 

inclusion into the newsletter, ideally with a brief explanation.   

Please email them to me at: graemeellis@hotmail.co.uk, or you can send 

them to me via WhatsApp on 07814814844. 

Graeme Ellis 

Romford Division Contacts:  

 

Secretary: Sue Richardson 

01708 381900 / 07971 957333. susanmrichardson7@gmail.com 

 

Chairman: Paul Wiltshire  

01277 375454 / 07870 258192. paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com 

 

Divisional Voting Member/Trustee:  Jim McNeill   

01708 765898/ 07743 310143. jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 

 

Membership Secretary: Pat Allen 

01708 220897 / 07958 938427. pat.allen7@icloud.com 

Websites:  

https://ebka.org 

https://romfordbeekeepers.org 

Committee Matters 

Romford Division has healthy funds and the committee have been 

discussing making a donation to Bees Abroad to sponsor one of their 

current projects. Richard Ridler gave us a talk about the charity at one of 

our monthly meetings. If you would like to know more about the charity and 

its work please see their website; https://beesabroad.org.uk/ 

Sue Richardson 

EBKA Charity Number: 1031419 

Dates for the Diary 

Committee Meeting: Wednesday 13th July 19:30 via Zoom 

Next Meeting: Thursday 7th July 

Topic: Mating Biology.   

Venue: Zoom Meeting 

Speaker Jim Vivian-Griffiths 

June 2022 

 When queen marking doesn't quite go to plan, they didn’t reject her and 
she’s easy to spot! Perhaps I tested the pen a little too enthusiastically.    

Photo Graeme Ellis 
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JUNE Beekeeping Notes 

June is one of the peak swarming months, so weekly inspections and great 
vigilance are necessary if you are to hang on to your bees. Extract full 
supers and give them back to the bees to refill. Keep supering up to give 
them space. 

If they had already swarmed and you have a new queen in the hive, give 
her time to get mated and start laying, it could be up to a month after 
emergence. Try to avoid inspecting between 10am and 3pm as this is the 
period when she is most likely to be out on a mating flight and she may get 
confused by you when she returns. If she enters a queenright hive by 
mistake she will be killed. If she is not laying after 30 days, or if the sealed 
brood has raised capping's (drone layer), then you must do something to 
correct the situation as soon as possible. Get advice if you need it. 

Remember that in some years there can be a ‘June gap’ in the nectar flow. 
Last year had one. This year the supers were filling well in May but keep an 
eye on the stores throughout June. 

Pat Allen 

JUNE Jubilee Meeting 

Thank you to all those who have replied to say you are coming along to our 

June meeting. We are keeping our fingers crossed for good weather on the 

day. 

There are 22 people confirmed and we are catering for that number, those 

who responded will receive a confirmation email from Sue.  

We have sandwiches and cakes, and a few nibbles planned, as well as a 

glass of something bubbly to toast The Queen. 

Please bring your own drinks, and as there is not much seating in the 

grassy area in front of the old barn, please bring a chair or picnic blanket.  

It should be possible to open a hive or two for anyone interested in having a 

look at the teaching apiary bees (clean suits and disposable gloves 

required, no leather gloves). 

Please note that you will need to pay £2 for parking at Thames Chase. 

Dawn Doyland, Sue Richardson, Julie Mugglestone 

MAY Meeting, Asian Hornet talk: 

Andrew Durham talked about the Asian Hornet, he explained in detail what 
had happened in France since 2004 when the first hornet arrived in a piece 
of pottery. In 18 years they have spread all over France and into Europe. 
Climate, physical geography and weather all contribute to the spread of the 
hornets. 

In Autumn the Queens go into hibernation, approximately 1 in 9 survive and 
go on to form a new nest. This first nest grows into an interim nest which 
usually relocates for the final nest stage. The average nest has 1200 
workers and the largest 2000. The hornets are solitary hawkers and make 
direct attacks on honey bees. Nests used to be high up in trees but now 
50% to70% are found below 5metres so there is a serious risk of attack. 
The smell of honey, pollen and pheromones attract the hornets. The stress 
on the bees causes a reduction in foraging, four hornets outside a hive can 
make a 40% reduction, and 12 hornets outside result in no foraging. 
Therefore stress is a major factor in colony loss as it leads to starvation and 
failure to overwinter. 

The French have spent a lot of time and money making traps etc. to try and 
eliminate the hornets. More and more hornets are hiding on the ferries and 
arriving in Britain so beekeepers need to be vigilant. They must manage the 
situation by reducing the stress and level of predation and defending their 
hives by good apiary hygiene and not leaving hives open. Andrew sent a 
very informative email, which has been sent to all members, explaining all 
the ways of defending their bees against hornet attacks.  

Dawn Doyland 

Honey Jar Order 

Honey Jar Order:  I will be sending out the honey jar order form shortly. The 
prices are very competitive as the jars are ordered in bulk. Order forms and 
payment need to be sent directly to Sue Simpson as she is ordering this 
year. Deadline for your order is 1st July, but please send off as early as 
possible to make Sue's task easy. 

Sue Richardson 

 


