
Romford Division Contacts:  

 

Secretary: Sue Richardson 
01708 381900 / 07971 957333. susanmrichardson7@gmail.com 

Chairman: Paul Wiltshire  

01277 375454 / 07870 258192. paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com 

Divisional Voting Member/Trustee:  Jim McNeill   

01708 765898/ 07743 310143. 

jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 

Membership Secretary: Pat Allen 

01708 220897 / 07958 938427. 

pat.allen7@icloud.com 

Websites:  

https://ebka.org 

https://romfordbeekeepers.org 

Committee Matters 

Thank you to Graeme Ellis who is now editing our newsletter. As mentioned 
at the AGM in January, we are no longer printing copies of our newsletter or 
The Essex Beekeeper. The latter was no longer cost effective to print and 
post out. All members will now receive these via email. 

If there are any topics you would like covered at our monthly meetings, 
please do let Dawn Doyland or another committee member know. 

Sue Richardson 

Show and Tell April: 

Our April 7th meeting will be “Show and Tell” meeting at Chadwick Hall. 
Would any members who have made any aids or gadgets to help with their 
beekeeping, be willing to show them to other members. If so please contact 
Dawn or Sue before the meeting so we know how many to expect and can 
make any necessary preparations. dawn_doyland@hotmail.com  

Dawn Doyland, Sue Richardson 

Essex BKA County AGM  

12th March 2022 2pm. at a new venue: Jubilee Hall, New Hall School, The 
Avenue, Boreham, Chelmsford. CM3 3HS 

After the business meeting there will be refreshments & then a lecture by 
Dr. Paul Hurd. Queen Mary College, London: Honey bees are what they 
eat: how do differing diets result in queens or workers?  

See February beekeeper for details. 

Jim McNeill  

EBKA Charity Number: 1031419 

Dates for the Diary 

Committee Meeting: Tuesday 15th March 2022, 7.30pm, via Zoom. 

Next Monthly Meeting: Thursday 7th April 2022, 8pm. 

Topic: Show and Tell, Gadgets and Inventions 

Venue: Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL 

 

March 2022 

“We’re going to need a bigger box” 

Photo: Graeme Ellis, April 24th 2021 
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Notes from February’s meeting: 

“Spring Preparations”  Given by Pat Allen  

Presuming you have fed your bees well going into the winter they will have 

survived. Consider planting spring flowers around hives, it’s too late for this 

year but worth bearing in mind for next year, hellebores, heathers, crocus.  

Make sure water is available putting corks, grass, or hay in water so that 

bees can stand on them and avoid drowning.  

Spring is a dangerous time for bees through until April, we can have 

treacherous weather and a damp atmosphere. Even though it is cold the 

queen should’ve started laying around Christmas so there will be brood in 

the hive to be kept warm and the bees are now going to have to turn from 

clustering to become nurse bees.   

Bees may need treating for varroa at this time of year, carry out an early 

check  and you can plan according to what your find. A bulk buy for varroa 

treatment will be available through the club later. 

Consider making a frame for drone brood, these can then be culled to limit 

the amount of Varroa, perhaps 3 times a season, but do not remove all of 

them as the hive needs drones.  

Observe your bees, are they flying in and out, are there dead bees around 

the entrance of the hives? Bees defecating heavily at the front of the hive 

will need to be investigated as it may be a sign that the colony has Nosema. 

Do not open hive at this time but bear in mind what you see. 

Have a spare hive or at least a Nuc box ready for each one of your 

colonies, at some point your bees will want to swarm.  You must have 

everything prepared and cleaned plus the queen excluders and supers. You 

can make up frames beforehand, but do not add the wax while the weather 

is still cold as it’s not very supple.  

Prepare your record sheets. A sheet for every hive and a sheet to record 

treatment given, remember these must be kept for five years! 

Do not open the hive unnecessarily, especially at this time of year, as it 

would greatly reduce the heat in the hives. Bees need to be flying well, a 

good rule of thumb is if you have to put a jumper on under your bee suit it 

will be too cold to open hive, your first season inspection should be in 

March. 

Mouse guards need to be removed by end of February so that the pollen 

doesn’t get knocked off their legs, also woodpecker guards can be removed 

at the same time.  You don’t need to open hives to do this. 

You want to see nice healthy larvae, but you don’t need to see the queen.  

You can tell whether she is there from eggs laid.  Do not waste time looking 

for the queen as the hive will be getting too cold.  Remember it must be a 

quick inspection. 

You need to see stores to work out whether they have enough, giving 

fondant if you think they need extra. If they are starving use a contact 

feeder or frame feeder to get the sugar syrup directly to them, use a light 

sugar syrup. If they a really starving an emergency feed is to spray them 

with a very light syrup. 

Make sure you take notes. 

Second inspection, beware as weather can still be unsuitable for a long 

inspection, so keep it quick again. If you have the super below the brood 

box, set aside the brood box and return it to its proper place and put the 

queen excluder on and the super on. You may find brood in the super these 

are worth keeping. If the brood does not look right take a photo and get a 

second opinion. Remember the weather may well stop you from checking 

the hive for another couple of weeks. 

Spring cleaning, you might wish to give them a fresh brood box as it may be 

blocked up with propolis which will make difficult work for the beekeeper.  

Give them a fresh box with their old frames.  Set the brood box aside and 

put fresh box on and very carefully transfer frames in same order into the 

new box. 

This is now the time to check your brood patten and see if the queen is 

worth keeping, Assess whether she is laying well and if the colony is bad 

tempered. 

Mark your queen in April, as the colony is not too strong and you will be 

better able to find her, if you clip her wings this is a good time do it.  If you 

do not want to do this yourself, Pat will be willing to do for you. 

In May, If there is rapeseed near you need to have supers ready to give the 

bees more space to delay any swarming, Do not leave full supers on the 

hive, get them extracted and put the super back in the hive. 

Remember to take notes! 

Jilly Speakman-Bell 



Courses: 

• The Beginners Beekeeping Course has 22 students booked. We have 
set the limit at 24. 

• Two Taster Sessions have been arranged – for 3rd July and 14th August. 
To date six people are booked for 3rd July. 

• Refresher Sessions will be arranged if enough interest is shown. Topics 
include: Changing Combs; Managing Nucs & Mini-nucs; Managing Varroa; 
Honey Extraction. Let me know if you are interested in any of these topics, 
or indeed another beekeeping topic. There will be a modest charge to cover 
costs. 

• A Basic Assessment Preparation session will be run if interest is 
shown. We encourage all beekeepers who have managed a colony of bees 
for two seasons or more to take the Basic, to improve your bee husbandry 
and boost your confidence. However, you can come to the session even if 
you are not taking the Assessment. There will be a modest charge. 

• I hope to do some Queen Rearing using the Teaching Colonies this year. 
If you are interested in participating in this, then do let me know. There will 
be no charge for the course itself, but if you are successful in getting a 
mated queen out of it, there will be a small charge for her. 

 

Membership stands at: 

112 Registered Members 

18 Partner Members 

1 BBKA Junior Member 

4 Associates 

 

135 in total, including 22 students 

plus 6 non-members are booked on a Taster Session 

Pat Allen 

Request for Photos: 

Please share your photos with the division, I'm looking for photos of your 
beekeeping (mis)-adventures to include in the Romford Division newsletter. 
If you could please send them to graemeellis@hotmail.co.uk along with an 
explanation this would be very much appreciated. 

Graeme Ellis 

MARCH Beekeeping Notes: 

Mouseguards and woodpecker guards should be off by now. 

It may be warm enough during this month to do a very quick inspection, but 
watching activity at the front of the hive can be very informative. You want 
purposeful activity and pollen going in. If the temperature goes to 14°C or 
more, with no wind, then take a quick look and do ask for help if anything is 
amiss. 

If stores are low, feed using light syrup (1:1) in a contact feeder or frame 
feeder. But if the weather is good and bees are flying well, they should be 
able to fetch their own supplies. 

If the super is under the brood box, swap them round and put on the queen 
excluder. If the colony is quite strong and occupying the super, then put 
another super on over the crownboard (i.e. crownboard with a hole). The 
bees will go into the super if they need more space. 

Pat Allen. 

 

Where to get bees? 

Be very careful where you get your bees. Here are some reliable sources. 

David Rudland: 381 Godstone Road, Whyteleafe, Surrey CR3 0BF 

07798 915480  enquire@eastsurreybees.co.uk 

Terry Thrussell: Westcott, Bromley Lane, Wellpond Green, Standon SG11 
1NW 01279 842367 

Ted Gradosielski (Ted Grad): Nazeing, Essex 

01992 890986  /  07966 310004  teds.honeybees@gmail.com 

 

 

There are good reports of Paynes bees too – see advertisement in BBKA 
News. They are based in West Sussex. 

Pat Allen 
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