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JUNE Beekeeping Notes 
 
We are deep into swarming time and it seems to be a big swarming year, no doubt because we 
had a mild winter and we’ve had such good weather this spring and ongoing (too hot for my 
liking!). If you clipped your queens then you should find the benefit as you will keep the bees 
even if you do lose the queen in an abortive swarm. Keep vigilant for queen cells. 
 

It also looks as if it will be a good honey year. Lots of honey on the hives at present, and it is low 
in water content, which is good for storage but may make extracting a bit more of a challenge. 
Don’t forget to plan and book an extractor early if you don’t have your own. Don’t take all their 
honey though, there may be a June gap this year and colonies are large and will need lots of 
stores. They will also still need space, so if you take off supers of honey, make sure you give 
them empty supers to provide space. 
 

If you have a new (virgin) queen, give her up to a month from emergence to get mated and  
laying before worrying about the colony being queenless. And remember it is best to avoid an 
inspection in the middle of the day as she may be out on a mating flight and get confused or lost 
when she returns to find this strange shape where she thought her hive was – avoid 11am–4pm. 
 
Pat Allen 

Thoughts? 
 

The County show committee would like to know what members think about having a show 

sometime in November. It would be held in a hall and exhibits would be taken there by one or 

two members to help with social distancing. We just need to know if members will support a 

show or not this year under these strange times. 
 

There will be no entry fees or prize money but there will still be certificates & trophies to be 

won.  
 

You can get in touch with Jim McNeill on 01708 765898 E-mail = jimandliz44@aol.co.uk or  

Michael Webb on 01708 250606 e-mail michaelwebb19@virginmedia.com Please get in touch 

to let us know your thoughts. Thank you.                                                                           
 

Jim McNeill 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting: Wednesday 15th July, 7.30pm, via Zoom. 
 

July meeting: Thursday 2nd, 8.15pm, via Zoom.  
Speaker: Pat Allen 

Topic: Using Mini-Nucs 

ALERT - A case of EFB  has been confirmed within the Romford Division perimeter. 
 
Please be aware that within the last week cases of European Foul Brood, (EFB), have 
been confirmed by the Seasonal Bee Inspector within our division. It is vitally  
important that all beekeepers regularly conduct a thorough inspection of brood to 
ensure that it is in good health. If it is very patchy or if it doesn’t look right then talk to 
your mentor or seek further advice. EFB is a Notifiable Disease.  
 
Please be aware of this incidence when collecting swarms. It's rarely possible to know 
where swarms originate from so they should always be isolated away from other  
colonies until a thorough inspection (including of the brood) can be carried out. If you 
don’t do this then you risk infecting other hives in your apiary. 
 
All members should be registered on BeeBase, if you are not then please sign up today. 
Once you have joined you will receive individual alerts if anything is detected with 3 
miles of your location. You can access BeeBase by following this link  http://
www.nationalbeeunit.com . 
 
If you would like to know more, the BeeBase website has very good and up to date 
information on where Notifiable diseases have been detected (AFB & EFB) together 
with pictures and an explanation of what to look for. Follow this link for images of EFB 
on brood frames: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/gallery/index.cfm?galleryid=2 
 
Paul Wiltshire 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
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Follow-up to Queen clipping and marking 
 

Advantages of clipping the queen’s wings 
 

I am an advocate of clipping the queen’s wings. Clipping her wings does not stop the bees 
swarming, but it can prevent the loss of the bees in a swarm. The queen will not be able to fly, or 
not far anyway. You have three possible situations: 

1 The bees lose touch with the queen altogether, or 
2 The queen manages to crawl under the open mesh hive floor where bees join her, or 
3 Some bees join the queen on the ground where she dropped. 
 

If 1, the bees will fly around frantically searching for her but will soon return to the hive. In the 
hive there will be a number of queen cells, so all is not lost, a new queen can be produced. 
 

If 2, the bees, with queen, can be hived in another brood box and becomes a type of artificial 
swarm. 
 

If 3, provided there are enough bees to be viable as a small colony, the bees can be encouraged 
into a nucleus hive (see photo). 
 

In all these situations, the beekeeper still has all the bees and there should be no loss of honey 
production as a result of loss of a swarm – provided the beekeeper takes action straight away. 
 

Dealing with the Queen Cells 
 

In the original colony there will be queen cells. If all of these are allowed to develop the colony is 
very likely to throw off casts (swarm with one or more virgin queens) and, the queens being  
unclipped, they will get away, thus defeating the object of clipping the original queen’s wings. 
 

The beekeeper needs to reduce the number of queen cells so that this cannot happen. The usual 
advice is to reduce to one unsealed queen cell with a fat larva in it. Mark the frame it’s on and 
destroy all others. If more than one cell is left, then the first queen to emerge will no doubt 
swarm. But it is difficult to decide which is the one cell to leave and this is why many beekeepers 
do leave more than one, to their regret. 
 

So what can we do? Take a chance that the one cell we leave is indeed a good one? Or leave more 
than one and hope that the emergent queens will fight and not swarm? I suggest there is another 
way. 
 

Saving Queen Cells 
 

I believe that the hobby beekeeper, with just a couple of hives, can still raise a queen or two with 
the use of a mini-nuc. This is a small unit, requiring only a cupful of bees, plus a sealed queen cell, 
that can enable a beekeeper to retain more than one queen cell without risking the loss of casts 
from the main hive.  
 

Do not do this with a very swarmy colony! if a colony makes loads of swarm cells, then it is a 
swarmy colony and should not be encouraged. However, if the colony only makes about half a 
dozen cells, this is quite normal, bearing in mind that colonies will try to swarm, it is natural  
behaviour. The beekeeper should exercise some judgement. 
 

Also remember that mini-nucs are not good enough to raise a good queen from scratch or from 
an unsealed queen cell. The queen cell must have reached the stage where it is sealed and  
preferably only a couple of days from emerging when it is put into the mini-nuc. 
 

Pat Allen 

The second photo is of a clipped queen who 
fell to the ground and bees found her. I hived 
her in a nuc and she is doing well. You should 

be able to see her mark. 

I have a leaflet I can email about the use of 
mini-nucs if any member is interested. The 
photo shows one I used with a queen cell  

harvested from a divisional colony. 

Zoom Meeting ; Queen Rearing for both experienced and beginner beekeepers.  
 
Ted Gradosielski has kept his own bees since 1980, he has been an assessor of Basic students 
since 2011, passed his Advanced Husbandry in 2017 and is now a commercial Queen Rearer and 
supplier of Nucleus colonies. He overwintered 22 National colonies. 
 

He selects his breeder queen for her good temper, low tendency to swarm and honey production. 
His method of Queen Rearing is to graft larvae into artificial Queen Cell cups. He starts by building 
colonies up in Spring. He grafts day old larvae into the queen cups...age and timing are critical.  
 

The frame with the Queen Cell Bar attached, is put into a cell starter box packed with bees. After 
24 hours, the started queen cells are put into a queenright cell builder colony. Once the cells are 
sealed they are transferred to an incubator and then, about day 13 they are transferred into small 
queenless nucs to be mated. Once the new queens are mated and laying healthy worker brood 
they are available for sale. 
 

Ted charges £40 for a Queen and £140 for a Nuc. If you are interested in buying bees from Ted 
please contact Paul Wiltshire for more information. 
 
Dawn Doyland 
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