
Romford Division Contacts:  
 

Secretary: Sue Richardson 
01708 381900 / 07971 957333 ~ susanmrichardson7@gmail.com 

Chairman:  Jim McNeill   

01708 765898/ 07743 310143 ~ jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 

Divisional Voting Member/Trustee: Paul Wiltshire 

01277 375454 / 07870 258192  ~ paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary: Pat Allen   

01708 220897/07958 938427 ~  pat.allen7@icloud.com 

Websites:  

www.ebka.org 

romfordbeekeepers.wordpress.com 

Beginners Course 
 

The Beginners Course is now finished and we have a number of new beekeepers. I 
hope to see them at meetings and I wish them well with their beekeeping. Several 
have (or will) put their bees in a divisional apiary and I hope the more experienced 
beekeepers there will help the beginners if they have any queries or doubts. 
 

Pat Allen 

Volunteers Needed for 
 Family Bee Day Saturday 27th July   

 Eastbrookend Country Park, The Chase, 
Dagenham, RM7 0SS  

 

We are having a stall at this event and would like some volunteers to help. We 
will be selling honey and other bee related products. The day starts at 10.00 am, 
so we'll be setting up earlier, time to be confirmed. 
 

The Family Bee Day is going to be based around the bee garden at The Chase, 
which is currently having a makeover, and the Millennium Centre building. 
 

If you would like to help on the day, or if you have honey, candles etc to sell 
please let Jim McNeill know -email  jimandliz44@aol.co.uk or 
phone 01708 765898. 
 

Sue Richardson 
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July 2019 

DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting:  Wednesday 10th July 2019, 7.30pm, Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 

August meeting:  Thursday  1st 2019 at 8pm  
Venue: Chadwick Hall  Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL  

Topic: The Rose Method 
Speaker: Matt Broughton 

July Beekeeping Notes 
 
This has been a very difficult season but hopefully, swarming should be over 
by now and your inspections can be spaced out a bit. July should see the 
main nectar flow and I hope we all find we have some honey by the end of 
the month. Give the bees plenty of space – for themselves and for the  
nectar. 
 
Start thinking about which colonies you want to take through winter and 
which you want to unite. Assess the queens and decide which to replace (if 
any). Best not to try to introduce a new queen this month, though, leave it 
to next month. 
 
Pat Allen 

mailto:jimandliz44@aol.co.uk


LOG HIVES – Chris Park – 6th June 2019 

Chris is a member of the Beekeeping History Trust and carves log hives.  Log hives 

can be traced to prehistoric time and have been found in Switzerland dating back to 

3,380 BC. Also found in Berlin from the Bronze Age 1,080 BC.  

Vertical log hives are suitable for  

English colder climates, whereas  

horizontal hives are suitable for both 

warm and colder climates. 

They are made from blown down 

trees or logs found already fallen.  

They are rather like the top bar hive 

internally.  Chris has even been  

commissioned to carve a log hive with 

the gentleman’s face carved on the 

front of the hive. 

The log hives are often placed in trees to guard against robbers and in certain  

countries, bears.  Faces are often carved on the hives to ward off evil spirits and the 

devil.  

Log hives are particularly popular in 

Poland, Ukraine and Russia.  In fact, a 

lot of Russian art depicts log hives 

which are on display at the Tretyakov 

Gallery Moscow, a painting by Ivan 

Kramskoy has a very good example of 

a log hive Beekeeping painting from 

1872.  It shows a beekeeper in a field 

of log hives and it does look like he is 

actually risking sitting on one for a 

rest!!!!!! 

JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

Jane Ridler 

Beekeeping Taster 
 
Sunday 25th August 2019, 1.30-4.30pm. Venue: Thames Chase, 

Upminster & Teaching Apiary. Spread the word about this  
session.  

Details are on the website. 

Eastbrookend Fair: Sunday 23rd June 2019 
 
Romford Division had a stand at this event and we were very lucky with the 
weather. Even though we had a fine gazebo, it might not have been much fun 
with weather such as we have had lately! As it was, the day was fine if a bit 
breezy. 
 
We sold honey and other products of the hive and just about sold out of the  
honey. We had live bees on show in Romford’s portable observation hive and 
candle-rolling. There was a lot of interest in everything, and many people asked 
us about starting beekeeping. All the ‘Taster’ flyers went. 
 
We had a good position right next to the arena where we could watch the sheep-
racing and the falconry demonstrations. Lorna Pattle and I took the opportunity 
of taking part in the demo with a Harris Hawk – Lorna took this photo.  

 
Many thanks are due to the  
helpers – Jim, Lorna, Rob 
Hyde, Susan Andrews, and 
Cristian Crisan. We now have 
the ‘Bee Themed Family Day’ 
to prepare for and once more 
we call for helpers. 
 

Pat Allen 
 
 
 


