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Important Dates for Training: 
 

Beginners Course 
 

The students go into the apiary this month to get hands-on with the bees. There is also a 
‘hive-building’ afternoon on Saturday 19th May (1pm–4pm) at Thames Chase. This is  
arranged for the students but if anyone else needs advice on how to put their hive flat-
packs or frames together, then they are welcome to bring them and join us. There is no 
charge for the session itself but parking is £2 pay & display. 
 

Refresher Sessions 
 

Sessions have been arranged for the following topics and dates. There are still places  
available for some sessions but please book your place. 
 

Changing Combs: Friday 4th May, 6.30pm. Venue Thames Chase. Charge is £5 per head, 
£2 pay & display parking.  Spaces available. 
 

Managing Nucs & Mini-nucs: Tuesday 26th June, 6.30pm. No session charge but there is 
£2 pay & display parking. Venue is the Thames Chase Teaching Apiary. Spaces available. 
 

Integrated Pest Management: Thursday 14th June, 6.30pm. No session charge but there 
is £2 pay & display parking. Venue is the Thames Chase Teaching Apiary. Spaces available. 
 

Honey Extraction: Tuesday 17th July, 6.30pm. Venue is Pat’s place, Upminster. No 
charge.  
This session is now fully booked.   
 
Pat Allen 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting:  Wednesday 9th May 2018, 7.30pm. Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 

May meeting: Thursday  7th June 2018, 8pm.  
Topic:  ‘Top Bar Beekeeping’  

Speaker: Peter Aldridge of Colchester Division  
Venue: Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL.  

 
Club Outing: Saturday 23rd June, all day. Visit to The Hive at Kew.  

 

Visit to The Hive at Kew: 

  

Payment  for tickets can be made at the May or June meeting by cash, or by cheque made 

payable to EBKA Romford  Division.  

Alternatively, it can be paid by BACS transfer. I will email details to  

everyone as soon as possible. Further details regarding time, etc. will be in the June news-

letter.   

Dawn Doyland                                                  

For Sale 
 

A ‘National Bee Supplies’ Stainless Steel Manual 4 Frames Tangential  
Extractor. 

4years old – (looks new) £190 
Contact Lorna;   

01277 824741 or 07760176074 



May Beekeeping Notes — written by Pat Allen 
 
Let’s hope that winter weather is finally behind us and we have some warmth for our bees. 
Don’t think that they have been idle though, I’m sure your bees are building up as mine are 
and we need to be vigilant for swarming preparations. Keep ahead of the bees with  
supering. I hope you have clipped your queens to help with swarm control (but remember 
this will not prevent swarming). 
 
Mark in a date to do a disease inspection this month, and check the varroa population. I 
have seen some bees affected by Deformed Wing Virus, and other signs of varroa damage 
too. If you do not control the varroa population you will lose your colonies. An icing sugar 
knockdown or treatment with MAQS (formic acid) can be done with supers on. If the brood 
does not look right, get help straight away. 
 
Give your bees foundation to give them some work to do. Oil seed rape is flowering as I 
write these notes, so the bees need space and they will have income to help them make 
wax. 
 
Keep an eye out for Asian Hornets and report any suspected sighting immediately. See the 
APHA website for more information. If you decide to put out traps, then make sure they are 
of the right design, that is, one where the non-target species can escape. It is not ethical to 
destroy other insects in our bid to control the Asian Hornet. 
 

Honey Jars 
 
Jean Smye will be arranging for a bulk buy of honey jars this month and she has emailed me 
the order form. I have emailed the form to all our members with email addresses. If you 
have not received this message, or you do not have an email address, and you would like an 
order form, then please let me know as soon as possible as there is a deadline for orders. 
 
This will be the only bulk order of honey jars until this time next year and you will not get 
such good prices anywhere else. Even new beekeepers are likely to get a honey crop, so 
plan ahead. If you do not want to order a whole gross, then get together with another bee-
keeper to share. 
 
Pat Allen 
01708 220897 
pat.allen7@icloud.com 

Swarm Control – by Norman McDonald 2nd March 2017  

To manage your bees you need to try not to thwart their natural instinct. The swarming  

season is April-June, although you need to keep an eye on the hive for signs of swarming 

activity outside this time span. 

Check your bees and try to see any signs that they may be preparing to swarm.   When the 

weather becomes warmer the bee colony will increase in size and the bees start to run out 

of room.  They may start to feel the need to produce another queen.  Before the new queen 

emerges the old queen will want to make a new colony elsewhere and will go to another 

site where scout bees have investigated. 

You can artificially swarm your bees.  You need to get to know your bees and to be able to 

identify the queen.  To stop swarming separate the queen from the brood and from flying 

bees.  Never shake the frames when looking for the queen as a queen cell could become 

loosened and you could lose the larvae. Well developed larvae in the queen cells is an  

indication of the bees preparing to swarm.  If 

you feel the bees need more room you can 

give them another super or you can put the 

super above the crown board if you are  

undecided.  

You need to prepare plans for swarm control. 

You will need to a spare hive for every hive 

you currently have bees in, also two spare 

boxes.  Approach quietly away from entrance  

Make a space when you go through the  

colony by removing the frames.  Immediately look on the dark side of the frame as the 

queen likes to stay in the dark.  Check the space in the hive where you have removed the 

frame to check the queen has not gone there. 

Further information available on the BBKA website. 

JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

County Show 
 

It's not too early to start thinking about the county show. We have such good entries at our 
own show, why not enter the county show? If you can't get there on the Friday I will always 
take them for you. So if you get a nice frame, don't extract it, put it in the freezer ready for 
the show. So start planning now!   

 

Jim 

mailto:pat.allen7@icloud.com

