
Romford Division Contacts: 

Secretary ~ Pat Allen   

01708 220897 ~  pat.allen7@icloud.com 

Chairman ~ Jim McNeill   

01708 765898 ~ jimandliz44@aol.co.uk  

Divisional Voting Member/Trustee ~  Paul Wiltshire 

01277 375454 / 07870 258192  ~ paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com 

Website: www.ebka.org 

March Beekeeping Notes— written by Pat Allen 
 

Remember that March is the most stressful month for your bees. The old winter bees are 
dying off at a fast rate, or struggling to feed new brood, but if they cannot, there will be no 
new bees to replace them. The weather may be cold and changeable. Stores may be running 
low and days are short even if warm enough for the bees to fly. 
 

Watch the hive entrance, pollen going in is a good sign. Some dead bodies being thrown out is 
also good. Do take a very quick peek provided the temperature is above 12°C. Take out the 
minimum number of frames you have to in order to assess the situation. Give fondant if they 
are short of stores. Mouseguards and woodpecker guards should be off by now. 
 

If you wintered with a super underneath the brood box, then at the end of the month,  
provided the weather is warm, you can swap the brood and super back again and put the 
queen excluder over the brood box. Don’t spend time looking for the queen, she will most 
likely be in the brood box and if she isn’t, you will know for certain where she is next time you 
look. Or, if there is brood in the super, you can shake all the bees from the super into the 
brood box. 
 

Keep ahead with supering. When bees are in two-thirds of a super, they need another. You 
can always put a super over the crownboard (if it has a hole in it) to give them a bit of  
breathing space. 

Group Visit to the Hive in Kew Gardens on Saturday 23rd June 
 

If you are interested in joining us, please put your name on the list at the  
meeting or email me dawn_doyland@hotmail.com with your ticket requirements. 
Ticket prices are for entry to Kew only and do not include travel costs.  
60+ £12.75, adult £14.45 and child £4. 

Romford AGM Follow-up:  

 

At the AGM we were unable to approve the accounts as they had not been examined and 
signed off by the examiner. Therefore, before the February meeting proper there was a short 
meeting to receive, review and approve the examined accounts. We also reviewed the 
minutes of the AGM for accuracy and these were accepted nem con.  
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DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting:  Wednesday 7th March 2018, 7.30pm. Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 
April meeting:  Thursday 5th  2018, 8pm.  

Topic:  ‘Top Bar Beekeeping’.  
Speaker: Peter Aldridge from Colchester Division  

Venue: Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL.  

Havering Out Apiary – GOOD NEWS!  
 

In order to improve divisional facilities at the Havering Out Apiary we have had part of the 
site levelled and ground screws installed to provide foundations for a pair of steel cabins 
which will be constructed end-to-end to create a storage facility measuring 6m x 2.2m. The 
cabins have been ordered and as at the time of writing this (18th Feb) are being powder-
coated in a green paint on the outside and an anti-condensation coat on the inside.  
 

Delivery is expected on or about 3rd March. We will need lots of people to move and erect 
the cabins. I have some experience in erecting the cabins so would expect to do the job in a 
morning – if there are enough volunteers. Oh, and you all pray for good weather! Please let 
me know if you are willing to help. It would be much appreciated.  
 

Bob Manning 

edwin.manning@virginmedia.com 

01708 760770 

EBKA AGM:  

Saturday 24th March, 2pm, at Writtle College. Do come along to support Romford Division. 

There are a couple of propositions to be put to the members and these affect you all. After 

the AGM there will be refreshments, courtesy of Braintree Division, followed by a talk by 

Peter Tompkins, Deputy Master of the Wax Chandlers Livery Company. More details in The 

Essex Beekeeper magazine  

mailto:edwin.manning@virginmedia.com


SPRING PREPARATION – February 2018 – Presented by Pat Allen  

From now until May it is important to prepare well for the future seasons for the bees.  You 
can help your bees by planting bulbs near the hive as the bees cannot fly far during cool spring 
weather.  The crocus is a good bulb to plant as when the bee enters the bloom it will be  
protected from the weather. There are myriad plants which are suitable for bees. A few of 
these are Hellebores, Heathers and Mahonia. The BBKA News P56 gives advice on a bee  
friendly garden. 

February is the month to use pollen patties.  Pollen patties can be made from any pollen from 
the hive or a pollen substitute.  If using pollen you must only use that from your own hive.  Put 
the patty over the hole in the crown board and cover it with cling film to prevent drying. 

The dangers of Spring to the bees is that it can be warm and dry one day, encouraging the 
bees out of the hive then wet and cold the next. The damp will kill bees.  If you see a limited 
number of dead bees outside the hive it will indicate that the ones inside are alive as they are 
clearing out the dead ones. 

Bees should be fed in the Autumn to get them through the Winter.  The bees in the hive will be 

mainly winter bees, not many of them will be new bees at this particular time.  As the queen 
starts laying the bees will be summer bees replacing the old winter bees.  The brood will be  
expanding and stores may be used up.  Unfortunately, as the days are short the time for  
foraging will be limited. 

Be prepared for Varroa control.  There are various forms of Varroa control.  Decide which 
treatment you are going to use.  If using Apiguard and you have a large amount of Varroa, use 
just one tray at the end of February. Do not leave the treatment too late.  Icing sugar is  
another treatment, which can be used repeatedly during the summer i.e. once a month. 

Plan which swarm control method to use and make sure you have all the equipment needed.  
April is the month to consider swarm control. 

Observe your bees.  If they are taking in pollen it will indicate that the queen is laying.  Put the 
entrance block upside down so the dead bees can drop out and not block the entrance to the 
hive.  This will enable the bees returning to the hive to land on wood rather than metal mesh. 

To practise clipping the queen’s wings, practise on a drone.  YOU MUST KILL THE DRONE  
AFTER YOU HAVE CLIPPED ITS WINGS.  If you do not feel confident to clip wings ask a club 
member to show you/do it for you. 

If you suspect you have disease within the hive get a second opinion immediately. 

This year be vigilant in keeping watch for the Asian Hornet.   They face away from the hive and 
take the bees out of the air when they are flying back to the hive laden with pollen.  The 
sighting of the Asian Hornet must be reported to the register on Bee Base.  DO NOT KILL OUR 
NATIVE HORNETS. 

 

 

           Cont,,, 

In March make your first inspection which must be quick.  Check to see if the queen is laying 
workers and note a regular pattern in breeding.  It is not necessary to see the queen as the 
sight of brood indicates the queen is in residence. 

From April do regular hive inspections.  It is a good time to assess your queen.  If the queen is 
a drone layer or if the colony is bad tempered destroy the queen and requeen the hive. Make 
records and note the number of frames with brood.  Check stores.  If the bees are hungry give 
light syrup immediately at the ratio 1:1 in a feeder close to the bees; contact or frame  
feeders.  If the bees are starving spray them with a light syrup.  The bees can be given another 
super to keep ahead of the bees requirements.   

On second inspection spring clean – put brood box aside on a spare stand.  Transfer frames to 
fresh brood box and carefully transfer frames ensuring the queen is not left behind. 

Essential requirements: 

Brood boxes, foundation, supers, nucleus hives, record sheets. 

Do not do inspection if weather is less than 12 degrees.  Bees must be flying and inspect at 
the warmest part of the day.  If you need to wear a jumper under your bee suit then it is too 
cold to inspect. 

Take mouse and woodpecker guards off. 

If feeding on fondant the bees have to be producing saliva to eat it.  They do not store  
fondant. 

If your colony has died over the winter close the hive and contact disease liaison or mentor to 
find out the reason they have died.                                          WRITTEN BY JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

Subscriptions:  
 

Many thanks to those who have paid their subscriptions. This is a great help to the Treasurer 
and to me as Membership Secretary, and also a benefit to you as you have continuity with 
your insurance cover and BBKA News, etc. You will be getting updates to your Member  
Information Packs with this month’s papers. These are ready-punched and it will only take 
you seconds to put them into your packs. If you do not know where your Member  
Information Pack is, keep the sheets anyway as they have the latest contact and other  
information for 2018.  
 

Pat Allen 

Refresher Workshops: 
 

Interest has been shown in having some refresher tuition on various husbandry topics. If  
you are interested please put your name on the list at a meeting, or email me
(pat.allen7@icloud.com). The sessions would be about two hours for each topic and there 
may be a small charge to cover any expenses incurred – no more than a fiver at most. 
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