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Honey Show 
 
With all the honey coming in, now is the time to start planning to enter the  
county show at Orsett.  
 
You should have all had a schedule by now, let’s try and let the county know that 
Romford keep bees.  
 
If you cannot get to the show ground to enter your exhibits, get them over to me 
on Thursday 31st August and I will take them for you.  
 
Send in your entry form with a stamped addressed envelope to Pauline Tidmas so 
you can get it all labelled up. Read the rules so as to get exhibits in the right class. 
 
Any problems get in touch with me on;  
01708 765898 or email  jimandliz44@aol.co.uk    
 
Jim McNeill 

Auction 
 
The auction of Vince Finan's equipment on 4th July was a great success! 
Everything sold and we took just over £360. There were quite a few 
bargains to be had, so a big thanks to all the members who took part. 
Also, a special thanks to Terry for all his help getting it all sorted out. 
 
Jim McNeill 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY    

 
Committee Meeting: Wednesday 20th September, 7.30 , Jim’s Place,  

Collier Row 

 
September meeting:  Thursday 7th September, 8pm.  

MOCK HONEY SHOW  
Venue: Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL.  

August Beekeeping Notes - written by Pat Allen 
 
Make one of your August brood inspections a dedicated disease inspection to check 
that your bees are healthy going into winter. Read your books or the BeeBase website 
guidance on how to shake the frame to clear the bees so you can see all the brood 
cells. If you are unsure about what you see, check with your divisional contacts.  
(NOTE: register yourself on BeeBase, if you have not already done this.) 
 

Assess your colonies to decide which ones to overwinter. Don’t waste time and money 
feeding a colony that is unlikely to survive the winter, unite it to a strong one. 
 

If you still have honey on the hives that you want for yourself, take it off now and  
certainly by the end of the month. Let the bees clean up the extracted supers for a 
week (put them over the crownboard), then remove them and store them for the  
winter. 
 

Once the honey supers are off you can get your varroa treatment started if you are 
using Apiguard or similar. You should also start feeding your bees sugar syrup if they do 
not have enough stores to get them through the winter. Each colony will need around 
20–25 kg of stores. (As a guide, a British standard brood frame can hold about 2.5 kg.) 
Don’t forget though, that the bees need space to process the syrup. Feed thick syrup 
(2lb sugar to 1 pint water/2kg sugar to 1200ml water). 
 

Remember to put in the floor insert while treating and feeding. 



Teaching Apiary – Pat Allen – 6th July 2017   written by JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

After extracting your honey give 

the super of frames back to the 

bees for them to clean.  Leave 

one super on top of the queen 

excluder then you start your 

feeding and varroa treatment.   

To feed bees a thick syrup for the 

bees to store needs to be made 

to the ratio 2:1.  Pat says she 

makes one gallon of syrup at a time. Giving each hive two gallons of feed.  A hive 

needs 40-50lbs of stores to get it through the winter. A rapid feeder is a popular way 

of feeding bees.  It is put at the top of the hive.  A small amount of syrup is trickled 

down the feeder to alert the bees to the presence of the syrup. 

Pat gave a demonstration of how to treat our bees with varroa treatment; explaining 

that all hives would have a certain amount of varroa mites.  

The time for treating for varroa is in September (after you have taken off your honey), 

using two trays of Apiguard per hive.  Take the top off the Apiguard packet but leave it 

still attached at the corner and place in the hive.  Leave the one packet for two weeks, 

then put the other one in and leave that for two weeks.   

A varroa tray greased with Vaseline 

around the edge should be inserted into 

the bottom on the hive which will stop the 

varroa mite climbing back into the hive 

once it has dropped down. 

When preparing for winter remove the 

varroa tray.  If you have National hives 

swap the super and put it to the bottom 

under the brood box. 

For extra warmth and protection of the bees Pat puts an extra layer of polystyrene 

covered in silver paper on the hive to help insulate against inclement weather. 

                                                                                                                                            CONT... 

Romford Division Mock Honey Show 
 
At the September meeting on Thursday 7th September, 8pm. 
I hope you all have the date firmly in your diaries. With honey being extracted 
now and jars at the ready, time to think about having a go at showing. 
 
Beginners...this is an excellent opportunity for you to try showing your honey 
in preparation for the real thing on Saturday 14th October. 
 
Seasoned exhibitors...a good chance to see who your competition will be!  
The mock show will be for honey only. There will be a category for each type 
of honey, Light, Medium or Dark. Only one jar is needed for each category, you 
may enter more than one category.  All will then be judged with feedback for 
future guidance.   

 
Good Luck!   
Angela Mander                                                                                                                                 

 

It was good to see three of our youngest members at the meeting and how keen and 

enthusiastic our future bee keepers are.   


