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October Beekeeping Notes - written by Pat Allen 
 

There has been a significant drop in temperature over the last month so I hope you 
have all finished feeding your bees. Once you have finished feeding and treating 
against varroa, remove the varroa floor insert. Check it over and record the varroa 
count. Remove the queen excluder. 
 

Remember to record your varroa treatments – it is a legal requirement that all  
medicinal treatments of your bees are recorded and the records retained for five 
years. You should note against each colony the product, where you got it, batch  
number, expiry date, amount used, length of treatment, and disposal of waste. 
 

If you run National+super in the winter, then if you have not already done so, swap 
the boxes to put the super underneath. 
 

Woodpecker guards and mouseguards should be on by the end of October. Close top 
ventilation (if you have open mesh floors) and put on some insulation under the roof. 

The Essex Show enjoyed by 

the young and the not so 

young! 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting:  Thursday 9th November, 7.30 , Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 

November meeting:  Thursday 2nd November, 8pm.  
Topic: ‘A Farmer’s Viewpoint’  

Speaker: Richard Martin, Agronomist  
Venue: Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park, RM2 5EL.  

 

Some wonderful  

displays from the 

Essex Show.  

All photographs in this leaflet were taken by Tony Andrews.  



MOCK HONEY SHOW - 7th September 2017 
 

Eight jars of honey were entered for the club Mock Honey Show. 

We were all given a sheet to record our comments with numbers 1-10 judging on the 

cleanliness of the jar; the correct application of the label; noting whether the amount 

of honey within the jar was the correct amount; the clearness i.e. no debris,  

granulation or surface bubbles; the aroma and finally the taste by using tasting sticks/

straws in each jar. 

The winner was Filippo Negri, Dawn Doyland came second, and a joint third position 

shared between Pat Allen and Tom Keeper. 

Jim explained that during the actual honey show the judge would eliminate entries 

simply by the look as per the aforesaid, as he will actually only taste the last few.  

Therefore, the presentation is paramount for winning.   

Jim also advised to prepare your honey early as it would be inadvisable to hurry the 

preparation process and cause you to make errors that could affect your chances of 

winning. 

Good Luck in our Honey Show on 14th October. 

JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

Note to all members! 

Ideas are welcome for the 2018 programme of speakers and 
events.  

If you have an idea for a speaker or have a specific area of 
beekeeping that you would like covered, please speak to the 
programme secretary or any member of the committee to put 
your thoughts forward.  
 
A speaker or an event can then be arranged to suit the needs 
and interests of everyone.  
 
Let’s make our 2018 programme an exciting one!  

  ROMFORD HONEY SHOW  
                                                     Saturday 14th October  
                                                 At the Ascension Church Hall, 
                                             Collier Row Road, Collier Row. RM5 2BA 
 

Now that your bees have been readied for Winter it's time to turn your attention to 
the annual Honey Show. Hopefully your bees will have been busy all year and  
provided the honey needed to enter. Whether it's jars of honey, frame for  
extraction, mead, candles or bakery classes. Take a look at the schedule of classes, 
there is something for everyone. 
 

I will be taking entries at the meeting on 5th October where labels will be given out 
for your exhibits. 
Or you can contact me by email, angelam59@hotmail.co.uk with your entries and 
labels will be handed out on the day. 
 

Please ensure all exhibits are at the venue in good time. Judging starts at 2.30pm. 
 

RETURN OF TROPHIES. If you have one from last year please return it cleaned at the 
next club meeting or contact me. 
 

The ANNUAL SUPPER will follow. 
This is a great chance to relax and socialise with fellow bee keepers. The winners will 
be announced and trophys given out. The evening includes a lovely buffet supper 
and wine, all for £12! To purchase tickets for the supper please contact Liz McNeill 
at jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 
 

Let's make this a great year for Romford Division beekeeping by entering several 
exhibits for the show and attending the supper afterwards. The more the merrier! 
 

Good Luck 
Angela Mander 

Everyone working hard at the Essex Show 
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