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November Beekeeping Notes - written by Pat Allen 
 

Your bees should be well settled for winter by now. Woodpecker and mice guards should be 
in place. 
If you have open mesh floors, the floor inserts should be out. Ensure there is good air  
circulation below to keep the hive dry. If you put a layer of insulation over the crownboard 
under the roof, this will help to keep the bee cluster dry and cosy. 

A note from the Secretary about the January AGM: 

 

Our January Annual General Meeting is coming up very soon – Thursday 4th January 2018. 
Please think about volunteering for one of the posts, all are electable. Your information pack 
contains job descriptions so you can see what is involved. 

 

•In particular we need a Programme Secretary as this post is vacant. It is not onerous and 
you will have help from the Committee. 

 

•I shall definitely be standing down as Secretary at the latest at the AGM in 2019, and it 
would be great to have someone shadow me in this post during 2018. This would make 
handover in 2019 much easier. Alternatively I am happy to hand over to someone else in 
2018. 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting:  Thursday 9th November, 7.30 , Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 
November meeting:  Thursday 7th December 8pm.  

Pre-Christmas Social.  
Please bring some food to share and a small wrapped gift for the free raffle. 

Bulk Buys 

 

I will be making a Bulk Buy purchase in the New Year of wired wax foundation and 
National Bee Supplies SN1 & DN5 frames. As I will be taking a holiday in February I will 
need to place the order by the last week of January. Please check your requirements 
over the winter. Details of costs and ordering to follow.  

 

A Varroa control treatment will be ordered later in 2018 for an Autumn application. 
 
Lorna Pattle 

An evening of celebration at the Honey Show supper. Thanks go to  all  those who worked 

hard to make it a success. Thanks also to Mike Speakman-Bell for supplying the photographs.  



Plants and Bees – Darren Lerigo – 5th October 2017—JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

Darren gave us an interesting talk about the flowers that bees are attracted to in their 

search for nectar and pollen.  He explained that when the pollen has been taken from 

certain plants the bee sees the plant change from blue to pink, which helps to prevent 

the bee wasting time going to flowers that have already been visited, whereby pollen 

and nectar has already been taken.  Dark flowers growing in the shade appear to be 

more attractive to bees.  

Some of the flowers that are good for honey bees are Helenium, Sedum, Echium, Wild 

Marjoram, Honeysuckle, Lavender, Mint, Wisteria, Foxgloves, Aquilegia, Borage, Joe 

Pye Weed to name but a few.  Native plants are thought to be four times more  

attractive to native bees.  

Plants not good for bees include Rhododendron, Azalea or Amaryllis, as the honey  

produced from the pollen can produce toxic honey. Heliconia is toxic to the bees.  

The cheaper bulbs that are sold in the shops have been treated with chemicals that 

are dangerous to bees and it is advisable to start to buy organic bulbs, which may be 

more expensive but are far more bee and environmentally friendly. 

Apparently, the term honeymoon derives from the Father of the bride making beer 

for the wedding celebration with honey.  

****Extra Info from Darren Lerigo*** 

Helping The Honeybee - http://modernmint.co.uk/helping-honeybee/ 
 

Rosy Bee Nursery, for Bee Friendly Plants - http://modernmint.co.uk/
rosy -bee-interview/ 
 

Phillyrea, the Broccoli Tree - http://modernmint.co.uk/phil lyrea/ 
 

If anyone wishes to buy something from Modern Mint, e.g. the bee friendly seed balls, 
then please do use this code at checkout - 
 

romfordbees 
 

- for free delivery, until the last day of November. 

  Honey Show 14th October. 
 

Another good year for 
Romford Division bee keep-
ers with a wonderful array 
of exhibits for the judges. 
Well done to all those 
members who took part in 
the honey show.  

 

As there was a last minute 
cancellation by our booked 
judge, it was Mike Barke and his wife Sabine who were called upon to step in at 
short notice. With 124 jars of honey to ponder over, 21 cakes to taste, 7 batches of 
fudge to sample and several meads to try out it's a good thing Mike has a confessed 

sweet tooth. That's with-
out the photographs to 
consider, beeswax blocks, 
candles to light and test 
and comb to weigh.  

 

At the supper Mike  
commented on the  
quality of the exhibits this 
year, a noticed  
improvement since he 

last judged for the division. He suggested more of us enter into the Essex Show, 
praise indeed. The supper was a success, as always, with Liz and Pauline supervising 
the food and drinks. 

 

This was an enjoyable day for all and a good social event too. If you missed out this 
year make sure next year’s show date is booked into your diary early. 

 

Angela Mander 
Show Secretary  
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