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Eastbrook End Country Fair 

 
Around 6000 people turned out at the Eastbrook End Country Fair on Sunday 7th June. One of 
the hottest days of the year so far, six members worked very hard  manning the stand. Janet 
Chipperfield and myself did two demonstrations, which were well attended and liked by the  
public. With so many questions after we had closed the bees down, we had a job to get back to 
the marquee! A lot of produce was sold, Susan Andrews rolled candles until she had to stop as 
we ran out of wax.  Everything went off well and the bees behaved themselves, so well done 
and thanks to all who helped to make it a very good show on the part of the beekeepers. 
 
Jim McNeill 

REMINDER OF THE CLUB SUMMER OUTING  

Come and join us for a family fun day at Barnard’s Farm, Brentwood Road, West Horndon, CM13 

3LX on 29th August which will be open on that day exclusively for us.  

There are beautiful gardens and the largest collection of malus (ornamental crab apple) trees in 

Western Europe, as well as a variety of sculptures. There is a miniature railway which is run by 

volunteers.  The railway has steam diesel/hydraulic, electric and petrol locos.  Also we will be 

able to view the vintage car collection. 

Meet at the entrance at 2.00 p.m. 

Entry price which goes to charity: Adults £6.00.  School aged children £2.50.  

Under 5’s are free.  

Tea and cake £3.00 for each age group i.e. no reduction for children. 

Booking and payment is required in advance, therefore anyone who is interested, please pay 

Liz McNeill the money for entrance and tea and cake at our next club night. 

 

***PLEASE NOTE*** 
THERE WILL BE A MONTHLY CLUB MEETING ON FRIDAY AUGUST 7TH  AT CHADWICK HALL 

DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting: Thursday, July 16th, 7.30, Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 
***August meeting*** Friday 7th, 8pm, Chadwick Hall, Gidea Park 

“Beekeeping Forum – your chance to get an answer to that question that’s been 
bothering you”. 

 
Club Summer Outing 

Barnard’s Farm, Brentwood Road, West Horndon, CM13 3LX on 29th August  
It will be open on that day exclusively for us. 

(See back page for more details) 
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Beekeeping notes for July ~ written by Pat Allen 

 
As the peak of a good queen bee's laying is in June, the peak population of workers comes in 
July, so make sure you give the bees enough space. The main nectar flow is also usually in 
July, so get those supers on ready for it.  
 
You may be able to reduce the frequency of inspections this month, but still be alert to 
queen cells as there has been a lot of swarming this year. I hope any swarm control 
measures you took have been successful and your new queens are laying well.  
 
July is a difficult month in which to introduce a new queen. If you need to do it, then first 
make up a queenless nucleus colony from the main colony, into which to introduce your 
new queen. Check after a week and then, if all is OK, de-queen the main colony and return 
the nucleus to it. Make sure you know what the full procedure is before you start – read 
your books!  
 
If you have a drone-laying queen or laying workers, do not attempt to re-queen, it will not 
work. Brush the bees out in front of a queenright colony and remove the old hive and stand. 
Ditch the combs and scorch out the boxes ready for re-use. 

 



POTIONS, PESTS, PARASITES AND POISONS by Dr. Mick Lynn 

Mick Lynn is a chemist and worked in environmental management.   

Dr. Mick Lynn put on a protective overall and mask to show us 

how well covered you have to be to use pesticides (whilst 

playing relevant tunes in the background, i.e. Ugly Bug Ball by 

Burl Ives). 

Insects have been on the planet for over 400 million years, 

fossils have been found as evidence.  57% of all living  

creatures are insects, which breed quickly.  They have external 

skeletons for protection; jointed limbs and six legs; and are the only invertebrates that are able to 

fly. Some insects produce goods such as honey or silk. 

Insects incorporate change quickly, i.e. bees are starting to cope with the Varroa mite. 

There is evidence that pesticides have been used since 2500 BC by the Sumerians, which were one 

of the earliest urban societies. 

The sort of pesticides used were folk remedies, Derris, Nicotine, Strychnine, Pyrethrum which is 

chrysanthemum extracts, Bordeaux mix – copper, sulphate, lime and water. 

In the 16th century arsenic containing compounds were used in small amounts. 

Paris Green paint was used in 1860 to tackle the problem of the Colorado beetle on the potato 

crops until DDT was developed, although the beetle became 

resistant to the pesticides. 

DDT was produced in a laboratory in 1873 but it was not 

until 1939 that it was developed to act as an insecticide.  

However, it killed the good insects as well as the ones it was 

intended to kill and even damaged birds eggs and was linked 

with cancer, diabetes, asthma and other serious medical 

conditions.  It was banned in 1973 for agricultural use.  

Neonicotinoid is a chemical similar to nicotine.  It was developed in the 1990’s by Shell and Bayer.  

There is serious controversy about this pesticide with scientists finding that it is affecting the  

ability of honey bees to learn and remember. 

 

JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL   

BULK BUYS for 2015 

There is some stock of wax foundation and Apiguard available for sale on a first come first served 
basis.  If you wish to place an order while stocks last, please email your request to:-  
gsecebka@virginmedia.com  

Wax Foundation  
Wired foundation for British Standard Brood, Super and 14x12 and for Commercial Brood and 
Super in packs of 10 sheets will be available to purchase at the cost of:-  

British Standard  
Brood £7.50, Super £5.00 and 14x12 £12.50  

Commercial  
Brood £10.00 and Super £6.50  

Apiguard  
For use this Autumn and next Spring too. Apiguard treatment for each hive is £4.50  

Payment by cash or cheque must be made on collection. 
 
Michael Webb 

What do we know about candles? 

Well, did you know the famous American Statesman, Benjamin Franklin, started out making  
candles for his father’s business? Perhaps that’s why he was able to wax lyrical about politics! 

Candles go back to the Romans beginning about 500 BC. These were true dipped candles and 
made from tallow. Chinese made them from whale fat circa 221 BC, whilst in  India they produced 
wax from boiling cinnamon to use as temple candles. During the first century AD, indigenous  
people of the Pacific Northwest fused oil from the eulachon, or "candlefish", stuck a dried fish on 
a forked piece of wood and then lit it. All very smelly! 

Olive oil enabled Europeans to make candles before the 1850’s when spermaceti, purified animal 
fats (stearin) and paraffin wax, was used. But of course amidst all of these ingredients there has 
always been beeswax. 

Egyptians made the earliest candle creations from a wickless rushlight, i.e. reeds in melted animal 
fat. It was not until 3000 BC that the Egyptians formed a true candle that was made out of bees-
wax.  

As the two Ronnies said: “4 candles? There you are four candles… oh you mean fork ‘andles!” 

For our club show in October we only ask you for 2 candles. So get dipping, yours could be the 
winner. 
 
Helen Kingsford 
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