
Romford Division Contacts: 

Secretary ~ Pat Allen   

01708 220897 ~ pat.allen@btconnect.com    

Chairman ~ Jim McNeill   

01708 765898 ~ jimandliz44@aol.co.uk  

Divisional Voting Member/Trustee ~  Paul Wiltshire 

01277 375454 / 07870 258192  ~ paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com 

 

Website: www.ebka.org 

Eastbrookend Fair 
 

Many thanks go to those who helped with selling, candle rolling, bee demos, talking to 
the public, or setting up and down - Jim, Terry Watson, Pat, Graeme Ellis, Susan Andrews, 
Rob Hyde, Alf and Janet Chipperfield, Arthur. 

Photographs taken by Tony Andrews 
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August 2016 

***Conference 2016*** 

 
Saturday 5th November 2016 – have you booked your place yet? 

 
When filling in your booking form, if you think you would like to help 
on the day, such as with directing cars to parking area, helping with  
reception, directing attendees, raffle sales, or anything you feel would 
help to make the day run smoothly, please mention it on the form. It 
will be much appreciated. 
If you do not have a booking form, then you can download one from 
either the EBKA webiste (ebka.org) or Romford Division’s website 
(romfordbeekeepers.wordpress.com). There will be some available at  
meetings  too. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY    
 

Committee Meeting: Tuesday 20th September, 7.30, Jim’s Place,  
Collier Row 

 
September meeting: September 1st at 8pm,  

Chadwick Hall, Gidea Park 
Topic: More Than Honey - film (90 minutes) 

 

http://ebka.org/
http://romfordbeekeepers.wordpress.com/


APIARY MEETING – 7th July 2016 by Jim McNeill and Pat Allen 

The club met at the Teaching Apiary Thames Chase Forest Centre for beekeeping   

demonstrations. 

Jim demonstrated how to introduce a new queen to a colony.  The queen came from a 

mini nucleus and Jane was very helpful in helping to locate the new queen.  Jim fixed the 

curler which contained the new queen between two frames.  He added a frame that had 

some food to the nucleus. 

If you spray the bees with sugar water, the bees will lick this off which assists in accepting 

the new queen. 

Pat demonstrated ways to control varroa, using a half frame whereby the queen will lay 

drones in the bottom half of the frame.  Pat demonstrated how to uncap drone cells  

because varroa particularly likes to breed in drone cells, as it takes longer for a drone to 

emerge from a cell where the varroa can reproduce with their family members!! 

Pat demonstrated the top bar hive,  

showing us how the bees will draw the 

comb themselves without foundation. 

JILLY SPEAKMAN-BELL 

Pat Demonstrating Varroa Control.  
Pat Demonstrating Top Bar Hive  

Jim Introducing New Queen 

August beekeeping notes ~ written by Pat Allen 
 
August is a good month to do a careful check for disease to make sure your bees 
are healthy going into winter. Read your books or the BeeBase website guidance 
on how to shake the frame to clear the bees so you can see all the brood cells. 
Check what you see against the pictures in the guidance. If you are unsure about 
what you see, check with your divisional contacts. 
 

This month also sees the end of the nectar flow, so remove the last of the honey 
crop by the end of this month. Leave the bees enough stores to survive until you 
feed them though, don't take it all. Give them the wet supers back to clean up 
(above the crownboard).  
 

Assess the colonies and decide which ones you want to overwinter. Don't waste 
time and money feeding a colony that is unlikely to survive the winter, unite it 
instead with a strong one. 
 

Romford Division Honey Show ~ 15th October 2016 
  
I hope by now you have our club's Honey Show date firmly entered into your 
diaries. 
 
This year we are including a new category. It is ‘THREE DIFFERENT TYPES  of 
HONEY’ shown in 1lb jars. You can show a jar of light, and medium and dark, or 
clear, and set and crystallised, or a mixture of all three -  
e.g. 1x clear, 1x crystallised and 1x medium, jars.  
 
The trophy to be won for this category has been named for our past club  
member, Eileen Marrable. 
 
This silver cup was donated by a club member, and will be inscribed as the:  
Eileen Marrable Memorial Trophy  
3 Types of Honey 
 
Helen Kingsford  [Show Sec.] 


